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Esau better than Jacob.' But it is their superior
grace, suppleness and swiftness, ' their fierce wild
independence,' that really appeal to him. The
problem of ' Nature red in tooth and claw' he
leaves unresolved.

He spent two rainy days in ' making portraits'
of the changing expressions of eagle-owls in an
outhouse. These were afterwards pronounced by
Thorburn as very fine studies. Before leaving
Norway he made a descent of a vertical cliff by
rope to a buzzard's eyrie, and secured one of
the young birds. With infinite pains he brought
it safely back with him to England ; for, having
cut his ankle deeply on a rock, he was a crippled
traveller, and then an unwilling prisoner for some
time at Westal, where he and the buzzard improved
acquaintance until he could walk. It eventually
found a home, together with his kite from Ger-
many, in the London Zoo.

The Buzzard [he wrote] is a delightful old beast;
came into the dining-room while I was at supper and
put his foot into a plate of sliced tomatoes. Then he
went to sleep on my knee. ... I went to Crippetts
Wood for church, and sang hymns with the owls.

From letters to 0. F. S. from Norway.

There are things and many things that are apparently
only for the few : things which have to do with the long
and mysterious history of life, where the wilderness of
Nature holds its own, have also, all of them, something
to tell of the power and method of God. ... I have
made an idol of Nature, and until a few years ago I
thought that man classed with his artiftcially reared cows
and pigs and tame sheep, as a sort of set-off to the real
beauty of all natural things, lest earth should be too
much like heaven. . . * All my religious ideas are